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PREFACE 


I had written this thesis about thirty two years 
ago, for the “Majlis IImi’ Dar-ul-Uloom, Karachi. I had 
read it over to the teachers there. At that time, I was en- 
gaged in teaching at the Darul-Uloom and had little time 
to devote to writing. Their monthly journal “al-Balagh” 
had not been introduced till that time. 


Five years later, this thesis was published in the 
journal, “al-Balagh”, in 1970. It was published as a serial 
in five parts with some revision and addition and was 
acclaimed by the readers. Before it could be published in 
the book form socialism came to its end. 


It is now being published in a book form for the 
first time by /daratul Ma ‘arif with necessary additions. 
May Allah grant acceptance to this effort making it ad- 
vantageous for the readers. May it fetch me reward in the 
Hereafter. May our leaders concur with the views ex- 
pressed in the last pages of the book! It is surely the need 
of the day. 


3rd Muhurrum 1418 A.H. 
11 May 1997 


Muhammad Rafi Usmani 
(may Allah forgive him) 
Servant of Da-rul-Uloom, Karachi. 
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ENF ABE 
Be HMO rp gato y grerttlrn ct 07 gle yo SNS py ge lini y0 toons 


We praise Allah and invoke blessings on His Mes- 
senger and on his family and companions and those who fol- 
low them--- till the Day of Judgement. 


Two opposing systems of economics are found in the 
world today-- Capitalism and Socialism; they are nearly 
equally divided over the world.' In some corners of the world 
the feudal system is also practised. The people of Pakistan 
are also subjected to capitalism and feudalism. 


Islam is not just a religion but a complete code of life 
for mankind. Each of the three systems clash with Islam. Those 
who study Islam and its system of economics must know about 
these systems too to see where they differ with Islam. We 
hope to introduce these three systems in this thesis. 


Capitalism and Socialism have their beginnings in Eu- 
rope. Therefore, we will first have an overview of the history 
of Europe so that we may have a background of these sys- 
tems. We may understand the temperament that motivated 
these systems. We will thus come across the character of Chris- 
tianity and the roles of Popes in giving these systems an im- 


petus, perhaps unwittingly. 


1. This thesis was written thirty two years ago. In 1965. Socialism was 
force to be reckoned with and it was posing a threat to the rest of the world 
However, it finally lost its force when the jihad in Afghanistan wiped out 
Soviet Union from the map of the world in 1991. China too gave up its 
system of economics. Socialism is no more a revolutionary force or a system 
of economics but it exists as semblance of political power in Russia and 
China. However, it is part of history as an unsuccessful theory. 
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Political situation of Europe 
In The Middle figes 1 


Europe was in the Dark Ages between 400 AC 
and 1300 AC. It was in a very bad shape politically, eco- 
nomically and religiously. We can surmise this from the 
events that we relate in the following lines. 


Muslim Victories 

Towards the end of the sixth Century of the Chris- 
tian era, Islam emerged from the mountains of Arabia as 
a revolutionary power. The truth professed by Islam 
through Quran and Sunnah and the sword that sup- 
pressed tyranny overthrew the crown and throne of 
Khosrau in Iran releasing their people from oppression. 


1. Different books of history we consulted for this chapter. History of the 
world, History of Economics, Democracy and Western Movements 
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It also eradicated from Syria, Palestine, Jordan and Leba- 
non. The Islamic forces marched forward and 
emancipated men from slavery of fellow men in Egypt. 
Tripoli and the whole of North Africa. In the year 650 
AC. it overran Spain establishing Muslim rule over much 
of Europe. 


The Muslim warniors took over Sicily, Carsa and 
Sardinia and Southern Italy. 


The Decline Of The Roman Empire 

The Roman Empire faced many problems. Its best 
provinces ceded so that day by day it declined. Added to 
this, there was complete chaos and dissension in their 
ranks, lawlessness and civil disobedience. The great em- 
pire broke up into small kingdoms and feudal states. 


The Economical Conditions Of 
Europe In The Middle figes : 


Feudalism 

During this entire period Europe was under 
feudalist rule. This was because the European economy 
was dependant on farming. There was no industrial or 
trading activity. People were not themselves interested 
in industrial activity of any sort. Trade and business were 
avoided because of two reasons. The Catholics who were 
a predominant religious and political force did not see 


1. Much of this Chapter is an adaptation from “History of Economics” 
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this profession favourably. They applied many restric- 
tions on trade and business that people were discouraged 
from engaging in this profession 


The second reason was that Europe was cut off 
from the continents during this period because all the 
ocean routes were occupied by Muslims. The Europeans 
could not establish business contacts with other coun- 
tries. 


America was not yet discovered. The Europeans 
had not known the route to India as we know presently. 
Thus there was no inducement to growth of trade in Eu- 
rope. It was for these reasons that the Europeans depended 
on the land for their livelihood. The rights of the land 
and the system of cultivation that was in vogue then was 
known as the feudal system. 


The Truth About Feudalism 
The peculiarities of feudalism were : 


(1) The landowners and feudal lords gave small pieces 
of land to farmers for cultivation. The produce was 
divided so that the feudal lord had his share and 
the church had its share while the farmer got what 
remained. 


(2) The landowner could not take back his land once 
he gave it to the farmer neither could the farmer 
telieve himself and go elsewhere. 


(3) It was the duty of the feudal lord to protect the 
life, possessions and honour of the farmer, in the 
same way, the farmer was bound to offer to his 
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master military service and monetary help when 
needed. 


(4) The farmer was burdened with other taxes. These 
were so heavy that he could hardly support his 
family. 

(5) If his master was taken prisoner in a war, it was 
the duty of the farmer to ransom him. 


(6) When the daughter of the master was wedded, it 
was the responsibility of the farmerto provide her 
dowry. 

(7) When the master’s elder son became chief, the 
farmer had to pay the expenses for the celebra- 
tions in this regard. 

(8) In some areas of Europe, for example Russia, the 
farmer could not marry of his own accord without 
his master’s permission. 


(9)  Intheory all land belonged to the King and no one 
was considered its owner. 


(10) The feudal lord from whom the farmer got the land 
on certain agreed conditions, would not be the 
actual owner of the land. He would have taken it 
from another landlord and he from another. This 
ended up with the king being the actual owner. 
Each would have agreed to certain conditions. 


In practice, the farmer was the slave of the land 
owner and could never leave him. The Central Govern- 
ment was absolutely powerless and the King’s authority 
could be exercised only on the princes and lords not be- 
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yond that. The feudal lord was so powerful that the king 
could not interfere in his affairs with the farmer. The gov- 
ernment could not protect its subjects. 


The result was that gradually the execution of the 
rules also came into the hands of the feudal lords. The 
feudal lords decided the cases of their subjects on their 
own. They were the owners of the farmers who had no 
option but to submit to the tyranny of the feudal lords. 


The Religious Conditions Of 
Europe In the Middle figes 1 


The Hold Of The Church 

The Catholic Church had a complete hold over 
the religious matters of Europe during this period. Al- 
though Europe was divided into small states, kingdoms 
and feudal land, the Church had an authority exercised 
from its centre. It had an agreed share in the production 
from the land and also received heavy amounts in dona- 
tions. Pope was the final authority of the Church. 


Prohibition To Receive Knowledge 

The Church had made it certain that the laymen 
never obtained religious knowledge or intelligent abili- 
ties at any time, Translations in local language of the Bible 
were disallowed. 


ee 
1. The subject-matter of this section is borrowed entircly from the Histories 
of the Church...."by father Khurshid Alam 
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Painful Practices 

Apart from the unsolved puzzle of Monotheism 
and trinity, the selfish religious leaders had placed very 
stern, painful religious duties on the people. Unless one 
performed them, one could not be said to be religious. 
Trading was not approved by religion. Religion had be- 
come an intricate puzzle of temptation and superstition. 
Killing and Massacre took place on flimsy religious dis- 
agreements and arguments. 

Self-denial was practiced by standing atop a light- 
house, deadening hands and feet refraining from mar- 
Tage was a superior form of worship. The common man 
was occupied in blind imitation of the pope.’ 


The Authority of the Pope 

The common man was awed by the Pope more 
than by the Kings so that powerful monarchs also shied 
from displeasing the Pope. Every king was bound to 
present donations to the Pope and predetermined taxes to 
the Church. 


So that the. Pope’s authority was not limited to 
religion but extended over political affairs and he was a 
strong political power.” 


In addition to the properties of the Church, the 
Pope, the Bishops and the priests were owners of their 
own properties. The farmers who worked over their lands 
were like their slaves and the military might of the Pope 
and the Church.* 


1, History of the Church (P 154) 
2. Ibid (P-141) 
3. Socialism (P-22) 
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Godly Authority Of The Pope 

The Pope had with him the options of God. People 
could be purified of their sins no matter how grave by 
paying to the Pope a nominated sum and obtaining a “Let- 
ter of Forgiveness” .! He who obtained this letter was 1m- 
mune from the fire of Hell. During the Crusades the ‘Let- 
ters of Forgiveness were so easily distributed that rich © 
people bought them in large numbers. The wealthy then 
had opportunities to be cruel to the poor while the Church 
had its treasuries full. 


The High handedness Of the Pope 

The Pope was such an absolute authority before 
whom no one could say anything. If Pope’s nefarious 
activities commented on the Christian divinity, he was 
termed an heretic. This term was applied to anyone who 
disagreed with the Pope or who challenged the Church’s 
terrible rules or its puzzling beliefs. 


Spies were employed by the Church to trace the 
heretics and they travelled far and wide for this purpose. 
It was enough in the eyes of law to hold anyone an her- 
etic if the spy declared him one Thus when the Bicardi 
sect attempted to translate the Bible in their language they 
were declared to be heretics. When Church dismissed 
anyone, the government would withdraw his citizenship 
and he was exiled, his property confiscated. 


Gradually these people were put to death in a sav- 
age manner. Here are some examples. 


1. History of Church (P-142). 
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(1) On the prompting of the king of France, Pope 
Clement accused sixty-nine monks of being East- 
ern heretics. They were burnt alive. 


(2) In 1166, the Orators of two philosophical groups 
Cathry and Allegiance were held to be heretics at 
Oxford and pushed into the ice outside the city 
that they may die. Many were bumt alive. 


(3) In 1022, the king of France had thirteen Cathries 
burnt alive before him and some were hanged. 


In his book Tawarik Kali sae Rumatul Kubra, Fa- 
ther Khurshid Alam has narrated many such events of 
high handedness (P-140-162) 


In such state of affairs, fine arts cannot develop. 
The farmers were those most subject to high hand- 
edness. They were subjected to cruelty by the feudal lords 
and the men of the Church. These two classes continued 
to unleash cruelty on their people. 
wp IA OR Se irs 
HSI Price 
AF nb SF Le 
ee UL Sud 
(rrr) 
The peasant is a corpse disgorged by the grave, the rotten 
shroud of which is still under the surface. 


The soul and body, both are (stand) pledged to aliens. Alas! 
neither there is dwelling nor the dweller. 
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The Downfall Of Feudalism 
find Its Reasons 1 


Europe saw certain changes in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries culminating in the annihilation of 
feudalism. 


The Crusade Wars. 
The main reason for these changes were the cru- 
sade wars between Islam and Christianity. 


During the wars the Muslims lost control over the 
eastern Mediterranean Sea surrendering Sicily, Cyprus 
and Rhodes to the Europeans. 


ee 
1. Much of this chapter is based on “Arabon Ka Urooj aur Zawal” and 
Jamhuriyat aur Maghrabi Tahrikayn 
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These wars were a boon for the European ship- 
ping and business. A large number of business cropped 
up. They were responsible to provide the necessities of 
the tourists and army stationed in Jerusalem. 


Money-lenders 

In the same way a group of money-lenders 
emerged. They inhabited many cities. The Officers of 
the army and the feudalists often needed money. These 
money-lenders gave them loan. Through such loans, many 
cities released themselves from the feudalists. However, 
control of many of the cities now switched over to the 
money-lenders. Expansion of trade and the emergence 
of the Capitalists dealt a blow to the feudalists. 


Progress In Transport 

The progress in the means of transport brought 
together people of different lands. The result was that the 
farmers gave up their support of the feudal lords and be- 
gan thinking in terms of national interests. 


The Crusade wars also played an effective role in 
giving rise to national feelings and patriotism. 


Restlessness Among The People 

The Europeans were fed up of the monetary de- 
mands and high handedness of the feudal lords. The mon- 
archs were also worried about the encroachment into their 
authority and wished to regain it. This saw a beginning 
of a tug-of-war between king and the feudalists in every 
European state. 
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Stability Of The Central Governments 

The people supported their kings to get rid of the 
feudalists. Gradually, the central government in many a 
European state stabilized, particularly in England and 
France. They eliminated the feudalists. The Monarchs 
took over the commerce and trading achieved a great 
progress. This also increased their income to a great ex- 
tent. They were also able to enlarge their armies to ex- 
pand their territories. 


Muslims Downfall In Spain 

A great revolution took place in Spain in 1492. It 
was hitherto the best country in Europe. Muslims had 
tuled over it for eight hundred years until joint sover- 
eigns, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella defeated the 
Muslims and established a monarchy over it. 


Muslim Rule Over Constantinople And The Ef- 
fects of It. 

In 1453, Turk Muslims took over Constantinople. 
The Muslims captured the River Bosphorus and other 
sea routes that the Europeans used for trade with Eastern 
Countries so that the Europeans searched for new ocean 
routes. 


Discovery Of Ocean Routes To India And 
America 


In 1598 Vasco De Gama discovered an ocean route 
to India. This brought the Westemers to India for the first 
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Under the sponsorship of the King and Queen of 
Spain, the famous navigator Columbus was close on heels 
to discover the new continent of America. 


Industrial Revolation 


The discovery of America and the route to India 
brought about indelible changes in Europe and Asia. 


American imported gold and silver in large quan- 
tities. The shipping industry progressed and the art of 
ship building attained new heights. Every field of life 
gained momentum and there was progress all round. This 
period is known for England as an era of Industrial Revo- 
lution. There was further scope for progress. 


New tools and methods of cultivation were in- 
vented that benefited the large land holders. Therefore, 
the small farmers sold out their holdings and migrated to 
cities where they were employed as labourers. 


Increase in City Population 

Many large new cities and towns were built. The 
population in cities began to rise. It was the sixteenth 
century when feudalism was wiped out and on its ruins 
independent monarchies gained birth." 


Cee ——OeeeeeeeeeeeeEeEeeEeEeEeeee—— 
1. ‘Tarikh Ma ashiyat’ (P-48), ‘Jamhuriyat aur Maghrabi Tahrikayn’ 
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Era Of Self-governing 
Sovereignties ; 


Once feudalism was wiped out the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries saw self-governing sovereign states 
gain strength and rule with oppression and tyranny. 


This period saw the king to exercise his sover- 
eignty over the Church and the princes. The representa- 
tive Houses were abolished. The king was the absolute 
tuler. His authority could not be questioned. The Princes 
and feudal lords who lost all authority had no option but 
to keep their connection with the army and the govern- 
ment. 


This era also brought into the light intelligentsia 
and philosophers who spoke in favour of absolute rule of 
the monarchs. The most prominent of them was Hobbs. 


The Condition Of The Subjects 

The condition of the common man was no better 
in monarchy than it was during the days of feudalism. 
They had neither political nights nor personal. On the 
contrary an individual was required to subordinate his 
personal needs and considerations to those of the king. 
The monarch never recognized natural rights of any in- 
dividual. 


1. All of this section is adapted from ‘Jamhuriyat aur Maghrabi Tahrikayn’ 
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The Religious State Of 
Europe In This Era 


Just as feudalism died because of its own high 
handedness so also thé Church lost its hold because of 
the cruelty it perpetrated and the shortsightedness and 
selfishness of its so-called leaders. The educated people 
finally broke away with it after being subjected to its dic- 
tates for one thousand years. Its place was taken over by 
reformation in religion, scientific research and new think- 
ing in philosophy. 


Movement Against Church 

The Pope and the Church initially opposed the 
growing movement of the intelligentsia. They set up re- 
ligious courts to counter this movement. These courts 
meted out severe punishment to the pioneers of this move- 
ment. For instance, in 1415 John Huss was burnt at 
Constanine and in 1416 his student Jerome met the same 
fate." 


However, this movement gained strength because 
a genuine awakening was behind it. The religious lead- 
ership collapsed before it. 


Annoyance With Religion 
The movement against the Pope and the Church 


1. Tawarikh Kalisace Rumatul Kubra (P-177) 
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culminated into a battle with religion because the Church 
opposed them on the name of religion. The Europeans 
had not studied any other religion. Therefore, they called 
every religion as an enemy of intelligence and progress. 
Everyone in Europe held that religion was severely ob- 
structing progress. 


Emergence of Protestant Religious Sect 

Just as Christianity was on the verge of extermi- 
nation, a new sect emerged, the protestants. They decided 
to make Christianity easy. They approved intelligent re- 
search and released worldly affairs from religious restric- 
tions. They sided by the rulers against revolutionary 
movements and opposing forces. They sought protection 
with rich chieftains and kings and declared lawful what- 
ever wrong they committed. In return they received huge 
bribes. This became their means of livelihood. 


Protestants allowed Christianity to prolong its life 
but it had lost all its honour and continued to do so. 


Malice With Religion 

Those who heralded the movement against reli- 
gion had not seen the light of Islam. Therefore, when 
they gave up Christianity, they arrived at an entirely op- 
posite end. This idea became stronger day by day, 


“Religion is not a reality. 
Rather it is a collection of 
tales and stories that reli- 
gious leaders use for their 
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The Religious State Of 
Europe In This Era 


Just as feudalism died because of its own high 
handedness so also thé Church lost its hold because of 
the cruelty it perpetrated and the shortsightedness and 
selfishness of its so-called leaders. The educated people 
finally broke away with it after being subjected to its dic- 
tates for one thousand years. Its place was taken over by 
reformation in religion, scientific research and new think- 
ing in philosophy. 


Movement Against Church 

The Pope and the Church initially opposed the 
growing movement of the intelligentsia. They set up re- 
ligious courts to counter this movement. These courts 
meted out severe punishment to the pioneers of this move- 
ment. For instance, in 1415 John Huss was burnt at 
Constanine and in 1416 his student Jerome met the same 
fate." 


However, this movement gained strength because 
a genuine awakening was behind it. The religious lead- 
ership collapsed before it. 
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personal ends.” 
After this every philosophy and ideology was 


based on materialism and atheism. Every society and 
every political movement ignored religion and morality. 


Capitalism 


in the eighteenth century the Industrial Revolu- 
tion progressed very fast. It was an era of inventions new 
things and ideas were seen in every field of life. The re- 
sult was that the way of life had changed completely. 
Steam and electricity had brought about untold changes 
in industry and trade, agriculture, transportation and com- 
munication. Handicraft and mannual work was replaced 
by factories that gave employment to numerous work- 


men. Poor people moved to cities. Small villages gave 
way to large cities. 


However, all this was prompted by sheer materi- 
alism - Religion was cast aside. Capitalism came into 
existence. Everyone was brought into its share and they 
found it was no better than feudalism. The common man 
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could not improve his lot. 


The Industrial Revolution gave rise to capitalists 
and private bankers. A few of them took over control 
through interest speculation and gambling. They called 
their system capitalism. 


Let us see how this system was born and what 
results it produced. 


The Truth About Capitalism 

The basic principle of this system is unrestricted 
economy. It calls for removal of all restrictions whether 
political, economical or religious from business and in- 
dustry and every other means of livelihood. The govern- 
ment or religion has no right to interfere in an individual’s 
effort to earn his livelihood.' 


The motivation behind this thinking is that every- 
one realises what is good or bad for him. He does not 
need to be told how to regulate his economic life. The 
government need not tell him and a sermonizer need not 
advise him to keep away from greed or to be selfless and 
generous. As for religion, it is a fantasy and it dces not 
behove a respectful person (to practice it). 


Thus, Capitalism advocates that private holdings 
are free of restrictions. They may be productive (like, 
land, business merchandise, Machinery and raw mate- 


1. It must be understood that we discuss here Capitalism in theory and not as it 
is put in practice today. Every country kept making changes in its working and 
this is going on even today. Government interference in trade and industry is 
increasing and individual freedom is decreasing. However, there is no signifi- 
cant effect on society inspite of these amendments and the problems that existed 
before, continue to exist even now. 
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rial) or general assets. Private dealings between individu- 
als are not subject to government control or religious 
edicts. There is no limit to profit-taking from business, 
industry, employment or labour; neither goverment laws 
nor religion can limit it. Individuals may at their will de- 
crease or increase their production. They may determine 
their price and obtain whatever profit they desire. They 
may decide on their own what they wish to produce and 
set their own procedures. 


The basis of capitalism, called its spirit, is the profit 
motivation. This implies that a businessman need not con- 
sider the good of his country or nation but he has the 
option to decide ona policy that is beneficial to him alone. 
He is not answerable if the country or nation suffers on 
that account. 


In the same way as an individual is authorized to 
build up his wealth as he chooses, he may spend it at his 
option. Religion or the state cannot interfere with him in 
this matter or dictate to him how he may spend his money 
or part of it. 


The Effects Of Capitalism 
The effects on the country and the nation of this 

ideology are, briefly : 

(1) Religion is consigned to the four walls of the 
church, mosque or whatever worship house leav- 
ing the field open for unrestricted profiteering. 


(2) Trade and industry, and wealth evolve round in- 
terest, gambling, speculation and commission. The 
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resources of production and wealth concentrate in 
a few hands of the moneylenders and capitalists. 


(3) | The very rich do not allow scope to the small busi- 
nessmen to expand their businesses to exist peace- 
fully. In the end small businesses and factories 
close down or submit to the dictates of larger capi- 
talists. 

(4) The poor become poorer and the rich richer. The 
middle class goes on decreasing and becomes help- 
less. The standard of living increases to an extent 
that the middle class cannot keep pace with it and 
face innumerable difficulties. 


(5) Small factories cannot compete with the larger 
ones. Small factories and handicraft industries give 
in ultimately and their owners seek employment 
or labour in larger factories. 


Because of automation labour opportunities be- 
come scarce causing unemployment to rise. The result is 
that labourers agree to work on lower wages. 

The population of a country divides into capital- 
ists and labourers and there begins an alienation between 
the two sections. 

The capitalists who hold the entire wealth of the 
country are in a position to control prices, business and 
industrial policy. They are able to force shortage of the 
essential items and have the people pay higher prices. 
The poor people find it very difficult to make a decent 

living. 

The factories produce only such things as give a 
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high profit return. The factory owner does not have the 
interest of his country or nation before him. Sometimes 
the factory owners introduce such things as are harmful 
in nature but they are presented as Novel items and pro- 
moted although they are harmful to the health of the na- 
tion. 

The Capitalists who are few in number have a say 
in the framing of government policies to the detriment of 
the common man. There is no one to heed his complaints. 


The society as a whole is placed under the influ- 
ence of this system. Only wealth is the criterion of honour 
and respect : knowledge, intelligence and good character 
do not count. Everyone is engrossed in finding way and 
means of earning money, and amassing it. Selfishness 
hard-heartedness, luxury and moral bankruptcy are com- 
monly seen in a capitalist society. 


The labourer is not paid his wages and other ben- 
efits because he is a human being but because he is a tool 
and means in increasing the wealth of the Capitalist. Thus 
those people are not provided for who are unable to work 
or incapacitated because of accident or old age. This. is 
how Capitalism began in Europe. 


Democracy 


While these changes were taking place in th= eco- 
nomical sphere in Europe, certain political changes were 
also occurring. The common man could no longer toler- 
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ate the pressure over him, having suffered at the hands of 
the feudalists and the Church for one thousand years and 
then the monarchs for two hundred years. He was bent 
on getting rid of the monarchy. 


The movement on freedo: : of thought joined mo- 
mentum aiming at replacing supremacy of an individual 
through democracy. 


At the same time the capitalists were weary of 
monarchy because of frequent interference in their af- 
fairs and restrictions on their freedom. They desired to 
establish a form of government that allowed free trade 
and gave them a hand in forming its policies. 


The French Revolution 

These three factors dealt a death blow to monar- 
chy in 1789 through the French Revolution. In the eigh- 
teenth and nineteenth centuries, many of the European 
countries had abolished morarchies and established de- 
mocracies. 


The Political Leadership of the Capitalists 

Because the Capitalists owned all the resources 
and wealth of the nation and had become a viable force 
in the movement for democracy, therefore they took over 
the democratic governments in these countries. 


Religion had been put aside already. With the po- 
litical authority in their hands, they were not bound by 
any legal or moral obligation. To amass personal wealth 
and satisfy their greed they sucked the blood of the 
labourers. 
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Capitalist Monopoly 

In this way Capitalism spread over Europe. The 
population of Europe was divided in two groups. The 
first was a handful of Capitalists who had all the wealth 
and resources and control over government. The second 
group was the helpless poor who toiled their sweat but 
longed for the basic needs of life. 


The Reaction figainst 
Capitalism and 
Its Reasons 


The basic defect of Capitalism was the undue im- 
portance it gave to the Individual allowing him free hand 
in society. National interests were relegated to allow pri- 
vate interests to grow. There was no way to check mo- 
nopoly over this freedom by a limited group of men. The 
result was that only the Capitalist benefitted from the free- 
dom afforded to the individual. The labourer and the 
farmer were helpless. As a matter of fact, even in the 
times of the Czar, a labourer was required to work no 
less than twelve and a half hours. The labourer was aware 
that the day he refused to toil, he will be deprived of the 
meagre food that he could obtain thereby for his family. 


Naturally, he eyed the Capitalist with hatred and 
a desire for revenge. 
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Labour Movements 

The labourers lived in cities. Seeing the lofty pal- 
aces of the capitalists and their luxurious living style, they 
developed a great sense of deprivation. After they had 
lived thus for a period of time, they grew a dislike for the 
capitalists and they collected together in unions. Some 
of the intelligentsia supported them. Gradually, this gave 
birth to socialism. 


Socialism took advantage of these sentiments. The 
lobour movement had been launched to get the labourers 
their rights. It had no political ambition. However social- 
ists used it for their motives and through strikes, and law- 
lessness brought about a socialist revolution in many 
countries. 


This was the political and social background over 
a thousand year period that gave rise to socialism and 
communism. It will allow us to understand the psycho- 
logical aspect of the movement for Socialism. In the next 
few pages we will discuss these ideologies. 
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Socialism 


The dictionary meaning of ‘Socialism’ is “Collec- 
tivism’ and the ‘Conventional’ meaning is ‘Partnership’. 
It is the opposite of ‘individualism’. 


Individualism recognized the individual alone. The 
community or the government has no say and cannot 
interfere in his affairs. 


Socialism does not recognize the individual. Ev- 
erything is collective. Thus, the government alone is the 
owner of all resources, and only it can frame policies of 
trade and industry and execute them. Only the govern- 
ment can decide what an individual may do. An indi- 
vidual cannot own resources of production. He will have 
to do what the government asks him to do at remunera- 
tion it decides for him. 


Socialism is the reaction to the individualism that 


a 
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had gone to the extremes during capitalism. 


Socialism and Communism are two stages of one 
thinking. Communism is the ultimate aim of socialism. 
Socialism 1s a transit point while marching on to com- 
munism, no more. These two words are often interchanged 
in use. We will delve on the difference in the two terms 
later on. 


Socialism Is An Ideology 

Some people regard socialism as a social system 
that gives the labourers and the farmers their rights, dis- 
bands capitalism, calls for equal distribution of wealth, 
and disallows individual holdings. The truth is that it is 
not merely a social or a political system but it is a firm 
philosophy and an ideology that is opposed to every reli- 
gion. 

‘We know of Islam that it is not merely a collec- 
tion of belief and forms of worship but that it is a com- 
plete code of life. Socialism is an ideology that is differ- 
ent from every religion as to its political, economic. moral 
and social aspects. 


The socialism that we discuss was founded by the 
German revolutionary thinker Karl Marx and his com- 
panion Friedrich Engels. This philosophy brought about 
a new flow in life for them. It was on the basis of this 
philosophy, that Lenin overthrew Czar in Russia in 1919 
and created the first socialist state. This meant the cre- 
ation by force of a dictatorship not answerable to God or 
the people. It would disallow all individual liberty. Ev- 
ery command by the dictator must be obeyed unflinch- 
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ingly and no one dare question it. 


While capitalism was to one extreme in giving full 
liberty to an individual, socialism went to the other ex- 
treme in denying even the natural rights of an individual 
that every religion and ideology had granted before it. 


Socialism handed over to a single authority all re- 
sources of production and every political and social night 
to govern and direct. In this way what it took away from 
all the capitalists it handed over to a single capitalist (the 
government) who treated an individual like a part of ma- 
chinery depriving him of his right to select an occupa- 
tion, express his opinion and to own property. 


This restriction did not apply to the Capitalist 
alone. Butit applied to a labourer and farmer too. A farmer 
who could own a small piece of land previously. could 
not do so now. A labourer who had the choice of em- 
ployment previously could not now select his job at his 
will. If under Capitalism, he was able to get back some 
of his rights through protest, he now had no such option 
with him. This was because the owners now were the 
bureaucracy who had disallowed strikes etc. 


Thus Socialism did not place restrictions on the 


Capitalists alone but dealt a blow to the farmers too who 
thus had their hands tied. The labourer. who was deceived 
into giving his full support to socialism, now looks back 
with longing at capitalism when he could at least shout 
for his rights. 
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The Extremist Views of the 
European Mind 


We have seen in the one thousand year history of 
Europe that its people have always gone to the extremes 
and have been one-sided. They have been to one extreme 
or the other. An impartial student of history sees this ex- 
tremity of views in all spheres of their living. 


Extremism of view In Politics. 

We have seen that in the Middle Ages Europe pre- 
sented the worst of examples in the political field. The 
central government was weak to such an extent that the 
king could do nothing before the feudal lords and the 
pope. 

When this was checked, it gave way to absolute 
monarchy. The result was that the kings exercised abso- 
lute authority even over religion. It is surprising that the 
intelligentsia’ and philosophers of this era also sang 
praises of the kings. 


Then when they found it bad, they laid all blame 
on monarchy. The demand for democracy was raised. 
Democracy was said to be the cure of all ills and a guar- 
antee of progress. As a result of the movement monarchy 


1. Hobbs is prominent among them. Jamhuriyat aur Maghrabi Tahrikayn 
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was over-thrown and democracy replaced it in almost all 
European countries. The unrestricted authority that a 
monarch exercised heretofore now rested with the people. 
This meant that no more did an ideology, a belief or a 
principle was unalterable. People through majority deci- 
sion could decide on any thing. Any view that ran con- 
trary to the majority view was void and unacceptable." 


Ma euesc yO ieee taal s Poetry) 
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Democracy is a form of government in which number of 
people is important and not their understanding 


When it was found that democracy did not give to 
the people the happiness they craved for, then the think- 
ers instead of putting checks in the democratic set up, 
decided that democracy was the cause of all ills. 


They pleaded that democracy gave cover to capi- 
talism. People cannot now be allowed a say in state af- 
fairs. A dictatorship was the answer. It would allow no 
one to interfere in its ways and command obedience 
through sheer force. 


Extremism In Religious Affairs 

It was this behaviour that gave the Pope and the 
priests extreme authority in religious matters in the Middle 
Ages so that they adapted religion to their needs. They 
“forgave” those sinful people who paid their way to for- 
giveness and punished with burning alive those on whom 
their wrath fell. Thus there were many gods instead of 


1. The unlimited powers enjoyed by democracy may be scen from such inci- 
dents as in July, 1967. The British House of Commons and the House of 
Lords passed a law by a majority vote (69 to 14) permitted consenting men 
to practice homosexuality. Queen Elizabeth signed it and it became opera- 
live. 
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one and in their view every intelligent thing was an en- 
emy of religion. They despised knowledge and arts, lit- 
erature and philosophy. So many of the Intellectuals were 
killed because they endeavoured to further knowledge. 
But when they got rid of the religious leaders, the Euro- 
peans went to the other extreme rejecting religion and 
God. They gave this treatment to every religion. Reli- 
gion had nothing to do with politics and a man’s way of 
living. Religious people were backward and narrow 
minded. God was ridiculed. His effigy was burnt. Reli- 
gion was held as opium for the people. 
Extremism In Economics 
It is the same extremism that we find in econom- 
ics. We have seen that in the Europe of the Middle Ages, 
trade and industry were looked down upon. It was an act 
of worldliness to engage in trade or industry. To keep 
away from it was an act of abstention. However, when 
the progress of the Muslim was observed during the Cru- 
sade wars, these professions were adopted. Then they 
went for it all out and honour and nobility were mea- 
sured by anyone’s involvement in trade or industry. They 
went further and legalized interest although every reli- 
gion had continually disallowed interest. Besides, no so- 
ciety had approved it because of its evil effects on the 
economy and the means of livelihood. It was one point 
of extremism when trade was regarded as worldliness 
and the other was seen later when it was praised to the 
limits and interest, speculation, gambling and money- 
lending were legalized. These were the things by which 
private ownership gave rise to monopoly, and capitalism 
tightened its grip on the common man. 


The Intellectuals now picked on private Owner- 
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ships instead of blaming the religiousness that had given 
a free rein to it by permitting interest, speculation, gam- 
bling, banking, hoarding, etc. Now, individual owner- 
ship was blamed because it was regarded as the root of 
all evils. Economy could improve only if individual own- 
ership was abolished. In short, it was extremism that took 
the form of feudalism, then capitalism and then social- 
ism - taking the toll of man everytime. 


The changing view of the Intellectuals of Europe 
caused great pain to the poor people who followed them 
hopefully every time they took a new line. The Intellec- 
tuals had no middle course in their minds. From feudal- 
ism to capitalism to socialism was the painful expenence 
of the poor common man. It is not known where the ex- 


tremism will take them after that. (Iqbal’s Poem) 


Se bevje ek only 


It may be a Regal Splendour or a display of democracy. if 
politics is kept Apart from subserviency to the almighty. 
it becomes a tyranny 


The Words Of the Qur’an 
Perhaps the Intellectuals of Europe had before 
them the words of the Qur’an : 


enn Ants se . 
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“3 sip) 
“And (know) that this is My Way, 
the straight one, so follow it and follow not 
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(other) ways, for they will deviate you from 
His way. Thus He enjoins you, so that you 
may be God-fearing” 

(al-an‘am, 6 : 153)! 


It is Islam alone that shows the straight path that 
preserves men from cruel kings, extreme forms of de- 
mocracy and absolute dictatorship. It is a kingly path to 
living. In the field of economics, it shuns feudalism, Capi- 
talism and socialism. None of those treading it has ever 
been entangled in the quicksand. Perhaps they see this 
road! 


Let us now see in some detail the different stages 
of evolution of the extremist movement that Europe and 
about half the world faced since the nineteenth century - 
Socialism. 


Common Features Of Socialism And Capitalism 
We know from the historical facts of Europe of 
Middle Ages that the trend towards materialism and re- 
jection of God and the Hereafter was the creation of so 
called Christianity that the Pope and his priests had thrust 
upon the plain-thinking common man. This man-made 
religion was a mixture of inactivity, superstition and non- 
sense. The result was that people who had not known 
any true religion rejected the existence of religion itself 
and of God. This view was circulated all over Europe. 
They held that religion cannot tolerate mankind’s 
progress. Those people who were some what religious 
believed that religion and worldly affairs were two dif- 
1. Translation : Muhammad Chawla, (A study of Al-Quran-ul Karim) 
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ferent things. They held that unless religion was sepa- 
rated from worldly affairs, one could not attain progress. 
It was on this base that capitalism was raised and it was 
for the same reason that socialism was erected. The only 
difference was that capitalism denied existence of God 
and religion while socialism, besides denying them, was 
also an enemy. All types of socialism although they may 
differ on some paints are agreed on this principle. 


Different Types Of Socialism 

We have said before, and will write on it in some 
detail shortly, that the Socialism that we know of is not 
simply a system of economics but it is a complete ideol- 
ogy. It encompasses every field of life according to a set 
of principles. Karl Marx and Engels had presented it. 


It was the opinion of its advocates that Socialism 
cannot be introduced through democracy or constitutional 
means. It must be thrust upon the people with force. The 
poor and the labourers must be organized for that pur- 
pose. A war should have to be launched against religion 
and Capitalists. 


Governments would have to be toppled and 
worker’s dictatorships established. It is given different 
names -- ‘Revolutionary Socialism’, “Scientific Social- 
ism’, ‘Marxism’, ‘Bolshevism’ and “Leninism’. Through 
armed revolution and military attack it is a strong oppo- 
sition force in some countries. It claims that Socialism 
will triumph ultimately. Workers revolutions will take 
place in different countries gradually and establish their 
dictatorships. When socialism has spread all over the 
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world, the worker’s dictatorship will end automatically 
(how? They do not say) and communism will replace it - 
- the communism that Karl Marx had predicted. It is noth- 
ing more than a fantasy -- an imagined Paradise! 


This was about the Socialism that we had referred 
to. However, other ideologies were presented even be- 
fore Karl Marx and were called Socialism. They were 
mostly limited to economic factors and rarely touched 
other divisions of life. These differed from each other 
very much. However, they all had two points in 
common : (1) The system of economics and its principles 
must be aloof from religion! and (2) The private owner- 
ship of resources of production is responsible for all ills 
and must be done away with (the misuse of private own- 
ership was not blamed). 


How could private ownership be eliminated? In 
contrast to the views of Karl Marx, these people held that 
this change should come about peacefully in stages. Public 
opinion should be brought about to favour it and leaders 
and capitalists persuaded to agree to it. 


The socialism before Karl Marx’s introduction is 
called Economic Socialism or Evolutionary Socialism. 
However, it was unworkable in the sight of Karl Marx 
and was criticized severely by him. He had called it an 
‘Imaginary Socialism’ or old-fashioned.* 

The evolutionary socialism and revolutionary so- 
cialism are products of the present day and were intro- 


1. we have seen already that Capitalism also holds this view 
2. See the ‘Communist Manisfesto’ (P 76-83) and ‘Socialism’ by Engels 
(PP 65-90) und Jadid Communism Ka Irtiqa’ (PP 13-24) 


ee 
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duced in opposition to capitalism in the nineteenth cen- 
tury. There is one more kind of socialism that cannot be 
ignored. These are the socialist ideologies or movements 
that came up in different eras much before the European 
Renaissance. We will call them “The Former Socialist 
Ideologies” 


There are three main types of Socialism before 
us: 

(1) Early Socialist Ideologies 

(2) Evolutionary or Economic Socialism 

(3) The Revolutionary Socialism of Marx 

Although we are not concemed with the first two 
types, the Revolutionary Socialism had borrowed basic 
ideas from them, Therefore, we will deal briefly with them 
before going over to the third type that is our real sub- 
ject. 
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EARLY SOCIALIST IDEOLOGIES 


Plato’s Ideology 
Plato is known to have been the first in recorded 


history to present the idea of socialism, common owner- 
ship of wealth (427-347 B.C.). It was his opinion that a 
democracy be formed wherein the property and wives of 
the gentry be common to all. He argued that on this prin- 
ciple alone rested a sound organization of a nation and 
that this was the most effective way to thwart private in- 
terests and promote the idea of national services in indi- 
viduals. 


His ideas on politics and economics were quite 
similar to modern socialism. For example, he displays 
extreme opinion on the subjugation of individual to state 
authority. He says 
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(1) _ Itis more than a right, a duty of the government to 
supervise the economy of the nation. 

(2) It is for the government to appoint the duties of 
every individual. 

(3) The principle of collective holdings must be op- 
erative in small industries too, as far as 
possible,’ 


However, his suggestions were not put in prac- 
tice. His close and diligent student Aristotle (384-322 
B.C.) opposed him tooth and nail. He contended that in 
the framing of the constitution and laws, the individual 
freedom must be recognized. He argued further that it 
was unwise to seize the freedom of an individual and 
throttle his natural instincts by making him absolutely 
subservient to the state. He also opposed collective hold- 
ings very strongly. He said that it was very harmful to 
the nation. He said that evils of private holdings was the 
result of weaknesses of individuals and defective social 
laws. If these laws were improved, the weaknesses of 
personal holdings would vanish.* 


Mazdak’s Socialism 

It was Mazdak,> in Iran, who raised his voice, af- 
ter Plato, in the sixth century against personal holdings. 
This was a little before the birth of the Holy Prophet 
(48-). He held out that every rebellious bloodbath had 
behind it wealth or woman, Therefore, he proposed abo- 
lition of individual interest in wealth or woman. He pro- 
1. Tarikh Maashiyat pp 17-18 
2. Perhaps this is why Aristotle decried interest dealings. Tarikh Ma’ashiyat 


PP 23-26 
3. Tarikh Ibn Khaldun V2 pp 356-359 
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posed community wealth and possession of every woman. 
He said that both these things belonged to God and it was 
the equal right of every one to enjoy them as they enjoy 
water, fire and vegetation. It was not right, therefore in 
his view, to stop anyone from using them. If anyone did 
steal from or rob anyone of, these things, he became their 
owner. 


Mazdak circulated his ideas to such an extent that 
they came to be known after him. Even the King Qubaad 
supported him and promoted his ideas. Once, in the pres- 
ence of other people, Mazdak told the King that his wife 
too was not his alone but everyone could enjoy her.’ 


When the people saw the King touching the line 
of Mazdak, they overthrew him and arrested him. His 
son, Naushirwan,? who succeeded him, had Mazdak 
killed. However, the movement of Mazdak brought civil 
disobedience in the country and immodesty was seen ey- 
erywhere. The grandeur of Iran gave way to deprivation. 


Marji’ah And Jabri Socialism 

Very few people know that in the early centuries 
of Islam, the ulama had to cope with movements similar 
in nature to those of Plato and Mazdak. The men behind 
the movement advocated community property and they 
were from the sects of Jabri and Murji’ah. They were 
known as al-Abahiyah. 


They claimed that the resources of the world be- 
longed to mankind as a community. 


1, Rasul-e-Akram ki siyasi zindgi P32 
2, Tarikh Ibn khaldun V.2, P59. He was the ruler of Iran when the Prophet 
<4) was born. 


OO 
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Their theory was that no one is entitled to estab- 
lish ownership over anything. Their argument was very 
interesting: when Hazrat Adam and Hawwa died, their 
property went over to their children jointly and equally; 
thus if anyone established his ownership over something 
at the exclusion of others, he is being cruel to others who 
have a right to snatch it from him. 


The ulama of that time gave their ruling on this 
movement in the light of the Qur’an and Ahadith that to 
call free individual ownership cruelty and to snatch away 
an individual’s property is against the declaration of 
Qur’an and Ahadith and therefore, accounts to disbelief. 

In the fifth century Hijrah (eleventh century ac- 
cording to solar calendar), the famous scholar Shaikh Abu 
Shakoor as-Salmi wnites about this movement in his book 
at-tamhid fi bayanat-tawhid: ' 

sep hisde SUN JUD ined Ww” 
Babin ol OY ent Y_ 3 
Ja Jay =U VE dl plo Lait 
* AS + 

“Some people say that the entire wealth of 

the world is lawful for the children of 

Hazrat Adam ({3-Y) and that no one is 

permitted to own anything because when 

Hazrat Adam and Hazrat Hawwa (‘3 ) 


died all their possession was inherited by 
all their children. .... However, what they say 


1. p 150. This book was published by Matha Faroogqi, Delhi. 
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is disbelief.” 
He writes further: 


el YVOIEL Wl pI Sis 
J sa Stoel party. 
“If property was not owned by anyone it would 


not have been correct to stop anyone from taking it. 
Allah has said 


eos mms rer 6 aD ere 7 

# SoU Sse SU yall AS UUs 
Devour not your possessions among yourselves by false 
means' | , 


- de 


eel a Dg bibs CN, StH; 


weer 


- 
and He has said, 
And (as for) the thief, man or woman, cut off the hands 
of both, as a recompeiise for what they have earned.? 


He wntes further i in this book* referring to Murjiah 
and Jabri: PES HUN ALI eey 
Lede elm 5 eo! aa Ea ce el 
5A 9 > HS Le Ty ce 
AS \ da y——— Ans I> 
And some of them say that the inhéritance of 
Hazrat Adam and Hazrat Hawwa 6-:.«) made all wealth 


in the world community wealth of all people and who- 
ever takes away anything it is his right and it is not cor- 


1. An nisa, 4:26 
2. al maidah 5:38 
3. P 202. 
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rect to prohibit anyone doing so..... This view is disbe- 
lief.” 

These were the people who preached socialism 
even before the Industrial Revolution and Capitalism in 
Europe. 

| | We now write about those socialists of Europe who 
| | presented the idea of socialism in the nineteenth century 
| where capitalism had made a mess of things. Inspite of 
disagreeing with them. Marx borrowed from their ideas. 


The Evolutionary or 
Economic Socialism 


Saint Simon (1760-1825) 

He was the first person to propose in this era that 
all resources of production should be in the hands of the 
state. He is called by some historians as the father of So- 
cialism. His followers desired to eliminate the Capital- 
ists and to abrogate the law of inheritance. 


Robert-Owen (1771-1858) 
He is also among the founders of present day So- 
cialism. His theory was that man is the product of his 
surroundings. He denied the religions philosophy that man 
is responsible for his action; he held society responsible 
for his deeds whose product he is. Karl Marx used this 
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very theory of Owen in his philosophy of materialism. It 
is also Owen’s idea that these things hinder man’s 
progress private property, religion and marnage. 


Charles Fourier (1772 to 1837) 

He proposed that small settlements of four to five 
hundred families be raised. They should be made 
Self- Sufficient economically. He believed that this would 
end economic chaos. His proposal was not put into prac- 
tice. 


Louis Blance (1813-1882) 

He believed that it was the responsibility of the 
State to provide employment to every citizen. It must es- 
tablish factories from its own resources, providing every 
thing essential to run them. The State must run and ad- 
minister the factories. After some period of time, these 
factories may be made self sufficient so that labourers 
and employees take it over. This proposal also did not go 
beyond the paper it was written on. 


Proudhan (1809-1868) 

He believed that every possession was theft and 
the owners were thieves. He did not agree with commu- 
nity property either. He believed that no one had a right 
over the land that cannot be leased or routed. 

These were brief accounts of some theories. There 
are many other philosophies on socialism that were pre- 
sented in this era.’ But we need not go into detail because 


1. Marx and others criticised these theories. Communist Manisfesto (PP-65- 
83). Engel’s ‘Socialism’ (PP-70-90) 
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all of them were mere proposals and they were short- 
lived. The Revolutionary Socialism took their place and 
it does not tolerate any other ideology alongside." 


ee ee 


1. Marx opposed the Evolutionary Socialism harshly and according to Lenin 
he provided a permanent idea to workers for their revolutionary struggle 
against these ideas. (Karl Marx and his ideologies P-7) 
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The Revolutionary Socialism 


Of Marx (Marxism) 


Three Basic Peculiarities Of Marxism 

There are three prominent differences in the so- 
cialism of Karl Marx and the Socialism advocated be- 
fore him. The first difference is that the Socialism 
preached before him restricted themselves atheistic eco- 
nomics and they did not reflect other fields of life or phi- 
losophy. On the other hand, Karl Marx linked everything 
to economics making Socialism a way of life and domi- 
nant over its every sphere. 


The second difference is that the previous ideolo- 


en 
1. We find mention of the three differences in the works and speeches of 
Karl Marx, Engels and Lenin, For instance, we find them in the selected 


writing of lenin under the title Marxim’s three Fountain heads V-I (PP-22- 
29 ,Moscow 1968). 
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gies of Socialism although they proposed much they did 
not have the support of a philosophy that held out the 
need to promote it. It did not show a scientific method to 
put it into operation. However, Marx presented a phi- 
losophy to back his ideas. It proved that the demand for a 
socialist economy was not an idle one. It was essential 
to counter Capitalism and Socialism was a viable idea. 


He explained the feasibility of Socialism in a sci- 
entific manner and presented his ideologies not as a theo- 
retical topic but as a science. 


The third difference is that the predecessors of Karl 
Marx hoped to introduce their ideas in practice through 
teaching, moral appeals, peaceful political effort and 
moulding public opinion. They also aimed at convincing 
influential authorities and the rulers themselves. How- 
ever, Karl Marx rejected the idea of a peaceful move- 
ment but advocated armed revolution to introduce So- 
cialism. He disagreed that the Capitalists or the rulers 
could be convinced; he wanted a full-fledged war with 
them. He did not consider them worthy of being spoken 
to in this regard. He addressed the workers directly ask- 
ing them to prepare themselves for the revolution up- 
rooting whatever came their way including the Parlia- 
ment and the ruling section whom the ‘imaginary social- 
ists’ hope to use to introduce socialism although they were 
of the capitalists.’ He said that it was necessary to elimi- 
nate them before working ahead on Socialism. 


These were the three basic differences between 
the Socialism of Karl Marx and of his predecessors. 


1. Communist Manisfesto, PP-65-83 


The Three Systems of Economics in Europe 59 


Similarities in Marxism And Other Socialist 


Ideologies. 
There are two common factors in them. They are: 


(1) Materialism. Rejecting God' and religion? and 
Hereafter. 


(2) Abolish private holdings and establish commu- 
nity property. 


Marxism - A Comprehensive and Brief Definition 

The brief definition of Marxism that we can sug- 
gest is : 

“Marxist Socialism is a way of life based on ma- 
terialism. It is to be put into practice in every conceiv- 
able way and by force to annihilate God, religion and 
private property.” 

The circumstances when Marxist ideology was 
presented were very ripe for it. The workers were quickly 
taken in. They had harboured sentiments of hate and re- 
venge against Capitalists for a long time and they found 


1. However, there were in Britain, France and Germany some parties known 
as Christian Socialists who agreed that Christianity could continue as a reli- 
gion while all other matters be handed over to Socialism. (In Pakistan, we 
hear of Islamic Socialism). This idea could compromise with Christianity 
because it already differentiates between religion and worldly affairs. How- 
ever, a religion that is a complete way of life can only call it atheism. This is 
because it envisages that God has no right to direct the economy and the 
pioneers of Socialism have never conceded that religion and socialism can 
go together. Karl Marx has ridiculed Christian Socialism in the Communist 
Manisfesto (P-68). It is also true that this combination has not worked in 
any part of the world. 

2. Even Capitalism rejected religion as we have seen before but socialism 
not only rejects religion it also opposes it. 
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Similarities in Marxism And Other Socialist 


Ideologies. 
There are two common factors in them. They are: 
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(2) Abolish private holdings and establish commu- 
nity property. 
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gest is : 

“Marxist Socialism is a way of life based on ma- 
terialism. It is to be put into practice in every conceiv- 
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hear of Islamic Socialism). This idea could compromise with Christianity 
because it already differentiates between religion and worldly affairs. How- 
ever, a religion that is a complete way of life can only call it atheism. This is 
because it envisages that God has no right to direct the economy and the 
pioneers of Socialism have never conceded that religion and socialism can 
go together. Karl Marx has ridiculed Christian Socialism in the Communist 
Manisfesto (P-68). It is also true that this combination has not worked in 
any part of the world 
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in Socialism a way to give vent to their long held feel- 
ings. Encouraged by its declaration that use of force 
against its opponents was part of its etiquette. Marx be- 
came the hero to the oppressed workers in much of Eu- 
rope and his ideas became their religion. 


Marxism had to cope with the other socialist sys- 
tems too but by the end of the nineteenth century it had 
gained supremacy over them." 


There remained disciples of the other socialist 
systems but these systems remained only on paper leav- 
ing the field open to Marxism. In 1917, Marxism was 
brought about in Russia under the command of Lenin 
through a bloody revolution. Czar was overthrown and a 
socialist dictatorship was established in Russia. However, 
Marxism had to subdue not only the other socialist 
ideologies but also factions within itself. As the revolu- 
tion gained footing, the dissidents were eliminated by 
force and strategy.” 


Since then Marxism is another name for Social- 
ism. However, none of the socialist countries have so far 
provided a perfect example of Marxism. Every country 
has had to make certain changes in Marxism according 
to its requirements. Thus there is some difference in So- 
cialism of one country with that of another although ba- 
sically they run on the same principles. Everyone of them 
holds Marx’s book ‘Das Capital’ with the same rever- 
ence as Christians hold the Bible and Muslims the Qur’an. 
The words Marxism, Socialism, Communism, Bolshe- 


1. Lenin’s Socialism —— P-3 to 5 
2. Lenin’s ‘Short Autobiography’ P-161-197 
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vism. Revolutionary Socialism, Scientific Socialism, 
Modern Communism and Leninism all stand for one 
thing, Socialism. Socialism and Communism are used 
for Marxism. 
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The Life Story of Karl Marx 
(1818-1883) 


Syed Muhammad Tagi (former editor of the urdu 
newspaper, Jung) who is an admirer of Karl Marx and 
who has translated the first chapters of Das Capital into 
Urdu, has also included in the introduction’ to the trans- 
lation a biography of Karl Marx. As far as we are aware, 
this is the most detailed account of his life in Urdu. This 
allows the reader a great insight in the thinking of Marx 
and in his philosophy. We present here that account in an 
abridged form where other books are drawn upon, we 
have provided reference to them in the foot notes.. He 
writes about the authorities he has drawn from: 


“ 


‘Professor Mars Daub M.A., Lec- 


eta )brofesson Mars ae 


1. published in 1961 by the Anjuman Tariqqi Urdu, Pakistan. pp 16-32 for 
relevant matter. 
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turer at the Trinity College, Cambridge, has 
reproduced in ‘On Economie Theory And 
Socialism’ the lecture that he delivered at 
the Cambridge University on 14th Novem- 
ber 1942 in the Faculty on Economics and 
Politics. I have drawn from this lecture.” 


He also writes, 


“I do not have before me the biog- 
raphy of Marx by his authorized biogra- 
pher, Mehring. Therefore, I have relied on 
the lecture of Mars Daub for material on 
Marx’s Life turning to other sources here 

-and there,” ; 


Birth And family 

Karl Heinrich Marx was born in Treves in Germany in 
1818, He came from a middle-class Jew family. His 
grandfather was a Rabbi. His forefathers from the 
mother’s side over a hundred years were also Rabbi. 
However, when Marx was six years old, his father, a law- 
yer by profession, became a Protestant.’ 


As a Student 
He was admitted to the Bonn University at the 
age of 17 years to study law, but he wasted his time there. 
His father wrote to him often asking him not to waste his 
time in aimless pursuit. He was associated with the stu- 
dents ‘Union of Poets’ and was among heavy drinkers 
(alcoholics). It is found in the records of the University 


1. Karl Marx And His Theories, P.2 
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that he was punished once for making a nuisance of him- 
self, having drunk heavily one night. He had a neighbour, 
Bazin van West Felin, who was a member of the privy 
council. Marx was engaged to his daughter. They were 
deeply involved. The biographers of Marx think that the 
incident in the University was the result of this romance. 


Marx also fought a wrestling match once perhaps 
in a state of intoxication. 


His father was unhappy with him so he got him 
admitted to the Berlin Univ-rsity. Here, Marx pursued 
his studies seriously. We find in his note books of the 
Berlin University many romantic poems in his handwrit- 
ing composed in memory of his betrothed. Two of these 
poems have been published in the Atay Taum. 


Marx was a student of Law but his attendance in 
these lectures was very poor. He spent more time in the 
history of Germany and literature. His father was angry 
with him on this account. His father was uneasy because 
of illness and reprimanded him in strong language. In 
one of his letters he wrote that Marx lacked discipline 
and his activities were anti-social. He also wrote that he 
grazed from all the fields of science. 


Influence of Hegel’s Philosophy 

Marx was most interested in philosophy while he 
studied at the University. He had been admitted to the 
University in 1835 and Hegel had died ten years hence. 
Hegel’s fame rebounded in the University in those days. 
It was then that Marx fell ill and during illness he read 
Hegel and became his disciple. 
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Marx became an adept in Hegel’s dialectic 
approach. However, he used his abilities in this field 
against Hegel himself and he uprooted Hegel’s philoso- 
phy. Marx decided, 

“The ideologies of any period do not 
determine the social and economic charac- 

ter of that period but the social and eco- 

nomic conditions prevailing in a 

period determine its philosophies and 

indeologies.” 


This means that one must know about the social 
and economic conditions of the period. Thus Marx got 
involved in this subject. He has said, 


“The philosophers in the past have 
been explaining the Universe in novel 
ways. It is time now that we change those 
ways completely.” 


Rebellious Activities 

After receiving his doctorate, Marx wrote an ar- 
ticle criticizing the Prussion censors. He thus lost all op- 
portunities of becoming a lecturer in the University. The 
following year some free-thinking businessmen brought 
out a newspaper. Important admirers of Hegel were en- 
gaged on it. Marx also wrote for this newspaper. After a 
few months in October, 1842 he became its editor and 
went to Cologne.” Very soon, however, it was warned by 
the government to desist from its communist approach 


1. See Lenin's article Friedrich Engels published as a foreword to Engels 
Socialism. 
2. Karl Marx and his Ideologies p4 
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otherwise it would be disallowed. Marx resigned as edi- 
tor. However he maintained his contact with Hegel’s 
young admirers and they agreed to bring out a newspa- 
per from Paris to be distributed in Germany secretly. 


With this in mind, marx arrived in Paris. This was 
the beginning of his long days of exile. 


In 1834, he was acquainted with the French so- 
cialists and also got an opportunity to study Ricardo, Mike 
Cloak, Adam Smith, James Mill and Say. 


Friendship with Engels 

The newspaper of Paris had to be wound up just 
after its first issue because the arrangements for under- 
hand distribution could not be made. However, it was 
instrumental in Marxs and Engels making friends in 1844. 
Engels was son of a wealthy industrialist and had been in 
touch with the young admirers of Hegel in Berlin. In the 
very first meeting Marx realized that he has met a like- 
minded person. This meeting inspired him to examine 
the economic conditions and undertake a critical study 
of capitalism. 


Exile 

In 1854, the French government exiled him from 
Paris and he took asylum in Brussels (Belgium). He toured 
England with Engels and, for the first time, saw the labour 
movement in Britain where labour activities were in full 
swing. 


66 


The Three Systems of Economics in Europe 


Marx became an adept in Hegel’s dialectic 
approach. However, he used his abilities in this field 
against Hegel himself and he uprooted Hegel’s philoso- 
phy. Marx decided, 

“The ideologies of any period do not 
determine the social and economic charac- 

ter of that period but the social and eco- 

nomic conditions prevailing in a 

period determine its philosophies and 

indeologies.”! 

This means that one must know about the social 
and economic conditions of the period. Thus Marx got 
involved in this subject. He has said, 


“The philosophers in the past have 
been explaining the Universe in novel 
ways. It is time now that we change those 
ways completely.” 


Rebellious Activities 

After receiving his doctorate, Marx wrote an ar- 
ticle criticizing the Prussion censors. He thus lost all op- 
portunities of becoming a lecturer in the University. The 
following year some free-thinking businessmen brought 
out a newspaper. Important admirers of Hegel were en- 
gaged on it. Marx also wrote for this newspaper. After a 
few months in October, 1842 he became its editor and 
went to Cologne.” Very soon, however, it was warned by 
the government to desist from its communist approach 


Socialism. 
2. Karl Marx and his Ideologies p4 
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Panis and he took asylum in Brussels (Belgium). He toured 
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movement in Britain where labour activities were in full 


swing. 
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The Communist League 

In 1847, Marx again went to England where he 
attended the secret meeting of the Communist League, 
an international organization. They directed Marx and 
Engels to prepare a manifesto for them which they pre- 
pared in a years time. It came to be known as the Com- 
munist Manifesto and is the most important manifesto of 
Marxism and Communism.! 


Marx was exiled from Brussels in 1848 and he 
went to Paris and then to Cologne with Engels. Here he 
edited a newspaper launched by the democratic minded 
German capitalists, “New Ray Nitche Ziting”. It was 
launched to promote democracy. In 1849, the German 
government banned the newspaper and asked Marx to 
leave Germany within twenty-four hours. As editor, how- 
ever, he published the last issue in red colour. 


From Cologne, Engels went to Baden to join the 
rebel army and Marx went over to Paris with his family, 
staying there under a pseudo-name. However, he was soon 
traced out by the police and he fled to London that turned 
out to be his permanent home. He spent the remaining 
thirty years of his life there. 


Poverty And Hunger 
In the beginning his home in London was well 
furnished but he could not afford it so that it came up to 


1. We have quoted from this Manifesto here and there in this book. This 
Manifesto presents a new thought on the universc, materialism, class dis- 
tinction, and the proletariat and other doctrines. It brought a message of 
peace for the workers all over the world and a declaration of war against the 
Capitalists. It was first published in 1848. 
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seizure of the furnishings. Therefore, he shifted to an- 
other accommodation that had only two rooms one of 
which also served as a kitchen. His source of income was 
his irregular contributions to the newspapers and his em- 
ployment as a representative of New York Tribunal in 
London. Once he requested the head office to double his 
remuneration to four dollars for every news that he sent 
but it was rejected. The American President John Kennedy 
had said once, 


“Tf the capitalist American newspaper had 
granted the application of Marx, it is pos- 
sible history would have been different.” 


In addition to that Marx made the two ends meet 
by pawning the silver of his in-laws or his overcoat and 
by the regular contributions of Engels. These were very 
difficult times for Marx. His wife kept ill and on account 
of poverty and hunger, he lost one daughter and two sons. 
The tow sons who died included his eldest son aged nine. 
It left a great mark on Marx who did not have enough 
money with him to arrange for his burial. After some 
days, Marx became severely ill and he wrote to Engels 
that he did not have enough money to buy medicine for 
himself. He concluded his letter, 


“T have been so hard-pressed these 
last eight or ten days that I could provide 
my family with bread and potatoes only but 
it seems that I will not be able to get them 
this much too.” 


During this period he continued his pursuit of read- 
ing. He kept reading everyday from nine o’clock in the 
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morning to seven o’clock in the evening at the British 
Museum. Then he would write till late in the night. All 
this time he smoked. 


Pastimes 

When he would get tired, he played chess. How- 
ever, he gave up this game on the insistence of his wife. 
She compelled him to give it up because he quarrelled 
while he played chess and was easily provoked so that 
the game ended abruptly. Sometimes he would take his 
family to an outing. Their faithful maid servant Linchen 
would be with them. 


One night the three of them Marx and his two 
friends Loyb Nakht and Brunobar decided to visit every 
prostitute on the Tottenham Court Road. There they en- 
countered some new people and fleeing the place they 
threw stones at the gas lights. The Police chased them. 


Six years later when he inherited money from his 
mother-in-law, he bought some secondhand furniture and 
paid the pawnbroker to get back his clothes He also rented 
a house in a good locality. 


The Establishment of the First International 
The full name of this group is “International Work- 
ing Men’s Association’. In a meeting in London, the Brit- 
ish Trade Union leaders and the French socialist recom- 
mended the establishment of this association. Its first 
meeting was held in 1867. Marx put in great effort in 


1. Massimo Salvadori in the Rise of Modern Communism 1864 p.18. Lenin 
in ‘Karl Marx & his Idcologies’(1864). 
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establishing this association. (It is now known as the First 
International.) 


The aim of this association’ was to get together 
the Socialist parties or groups that has been set up in most 
European countries. Considered separately they were very 
different from each other. From Imaginary Socialism to 
Provadhan’s or Michael’s or Lasalle’s ideologies. Only 
a few parties joined the first International. The most pow- 
erful man after Marx was Baconin who preached force- 
ful revolution to the extremes. The differences between 
the two reached to peak in 1872 resulting in the winding 
up of the First International in 1876. 


The last twenty years of Marx’s life were not as 
difficult for him as the first ten years of his stay in Lon- 
don. However, In spite of help from Engels his income 
was uncertain. Once, pressed by circumstances, he ap- 
plied for employment as a clerk in the Railways and was 
almost given the post when he was rejected because of 
his handwniting: 

He had become weak too and because of bad 
health, he was short-tempered. Once he wrote about his 
difficulties: 


“T am beset with the same difficul- 
ties that Ayub? had faced but I am not one 
to fear God as he did.” 


It was around 1870 that Engels agreed to pay Marx 
about five thousand rupees per annum. He also moved 


1. Salvadori, ‘The Rise of Modern Communism’. pp 18-19 
2. (Rati) 
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nearer him in beautiful house. However, Marx’s health 
was continuously deteriorating these days. 


His wife had cancer and died in 1881. Marx was 
very sad and his health became worst. He complained of 
inflammation of the lungs and his eldest daughter died 
after about six months. After sometime the severe cold 
of London had its effect on Marx and he had inflamma- 
tion of the windpipe followed by tumour in one of the 
lungs. Finally, he died on 14th March, 1883. After burial, 
Engels delivered an enology before more than a dozen 
people. The London Times, now known as The Times, 
published a two inch obituary on the death of Marx. 


It is easy to understand many phases of the phi- 
losophy of Marx from reading the story of his life. 


We have seen that he and Engels were together in 
circulating the Socialist ideology right from the incep- 
tion of their friendship and remained so to the end. This 
is why Engels is also regarded as a founder of Marxism. 
It is right, therefore, that we read about his life too. 
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The Life Of Engels 


(1820-1895) 


Friedrich Engels' was bor in the German prov- 
ince of the Hein Milan Barmin in 1820. His father was 
an industrialist. His family was among those who had 
introduced the cardboard industry. 


In his early years, Engels was being trained in gym- 
nasium where in 1838 while ha had not yet completed 
his training, he was compelled by family circumstances 
to work as a clerk for a Berlin businessman. However, he 
continued with his education. He despised autocracy from 
the time he was in the gymnasium and the study of phi- 
losophy augmented his hatred. Hegel’s philosophy was 


1. We have referred to an article by Lenin for material on Engel’s life. It was 
published as a Foreword to Engel’s ‘Socialism’. (PP7-19) and to the Fore- 
word to ‘Das Capital’. 
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dominant those days and became his hero (according to 
Lenin). He was in contact with the young admirers of 
Hegel in Berlin who had a leftist leaning. 


In 1842 at the age of twenty-two, he was sent to 
the industrial city of Manchester where his family had 
established a branch of their firm. His father was a share- 
holder in this venture and Engel worked there. 


He would visit the settlements of the workers and 
see their poor state of living and dire circumstances. He 
studied the general conditions of the workers and what- 
ever documents had been prepared on that by the gov- 
emment. He then wrote a book on the conditions of work- 
ers in England and has been critical of Capitalism and 
the Capitalists placing all blame on them for the workers 
plight. 

Before coming to England he was not a Socialist. 
After he arrived at Manchester, he contacted those who 
were involved in the British labour movement. He also 
began writing for the Socialist newspapers. In 1843, he 

wrote an article for Robert Owen! on the new etiquettes 
of the world. He contributed specially to the ‘Northern 
Star.’ 


Friendship With Marx 

He first met Marx in 1843 in Paris while until then 
they had exchanged correspondence. Marx was already a 
Socialist having been influenced the by French Socialists. 
The two of them wrote a book — greater part by Marx -- 


1. He is also regarded as a founder of modern Socialism. We have spoken of 
him previously under ‘Evolutionary or Economic Socialism’. 
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Engels evoked in Marx an interest to deeply study 
political economy and undertake a criticism of Capital- 
ism. He criticized the state of Capitalism that Engels had 
seen in Britain. 


From 1845 to 1847 Engels stayed in Brussels and 
Paris. Here he took active part in the betterment of the 
German workers. Marx who had been exiled from France 
had got asylum in Brussels. It was from here that Marx 
toured Britain with Engels for the first time and learnt 
about the labour movement. It was during this time that 
they got in touch into the secret Communist League that 
was limited for the Germans in the beginning but then 
became intemational in character.' It was on the direc- 
tive of this league that the two prepared the “Communist 
Manisfesto’ in 1848 that is the best manifesto of Marx- 
ism and Communism. According to Lenin, it is a small 
book that is equal in value to the most voluminous books. 


When in 1848, Marx was exiled from Belgium 
too, he and Engels returned to their homeland, Germany. 
They took charge in cologne of the newspaper However, 
in 1849, Germany banned the newspaper and exiled Marx 
who took his family to Paris. From there he went to Lon- 
don permanently. Engels went to the Southern areas to 
enlist in the army that was recruiting in Badan. He par- 
ticipated in the armed revolution, fighting in three battles. 
When the rebels were defeated he went away to London 
via Switzerland. 


He worked as a clerk in a Manchester business 
concern to become a shareholder later on. He stayed there 


1. See Foreword of Communist Manifesto PP9. 
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until 1870. Marx was in London. They wrote to each other 
almost every day. They helped each other in writing on 
Socialism. Marx was the general secretary of the Ger- 
man branch of the International. Sometimes he chaired 
the General Council. 


Sometimes Engels also had to act as Chairman 
but he was not as successful as Marx as a Chairman. 


When someone is exiled and has to seek shelter 
somewhere, he faces personal problems and bickerings. 
Marx and Engels were also disturbed because of this. 
Thus, once Engels wrote to Marx, 


“To be away from one’s homeland com- 
pels one to lead a life of a fool and stupid 
person.” 


In 1870, Engels disposed of his holdings in the 
business and went over to London. He lived in beautiful 
house near the house of Marx and agreed to help Marx 
with three hundred and fifty pounds annually. 


Until Marx died in 1883, the two worked together. 
Marx wrote the Das Capital and Engels wrote many 
books, brief and voluminous. Marx wrote on Capitalism 
and Engels wrote in a scholarly debating way. These 
books were in line with the ideology of Marx. The works 
of Engels included subjects like the foreign policy of Rus- 
sia, the residential problem, the economic evolution of 
Russia. ; 


After the death of Marx, Engels continued as a 
leader of European Socialists and their advisor. The Ger- 
man Socialists kept consulting him. The representatives 
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of the backward areas like Spain, Rumania and Russia 
also took his advice. 


Both Marx and Engels knew the Russian language. 
They took a deep interest in the Russian rebellion against 
Czarism. 


The first volume of Marx’s “Das Capital was first 
published in 1867. However, Marx died before the other 
volumes could be published although the manuscript was 
ready. Engels took over the responsibility and published 
its second volume in 1885 and the third in 1894. He 
wished to revise and publish the fourth volume too but 
he died on 15th August, 1895 ' and the book could not be 
completed. Karl Kautsky used the material of the vol- 
ume for his own book that spans over three volumes and 
had been written on the guidance of Engels. 


Nevertheless, other people besides Lenin, too, have 
agreed that the second and third volumes of ‘Das Capi- 
tal’ are joint-works of Marx and Engel and regarded as 
the best books of Marxism. 


A Brief Look At Marx 

We now point out the chief characteristics of the 
life of Marx because they have been very effective on his 
philosophy and the entire movement. 


ils Marx was from an orthodox Jew family. Both his 
grand parents (paternal and maternal) had been 
Rabbis. When Marx was a child, his father had 


1, This is the date Lenin suggests. The American publication of ‘Das Capital 
gives the date as 6 August. 
2. Referance as foegoing. 
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converted to the Protestant religion. He was thus 
close to the two religions. 


From his childhood, he tended to be independent, 
self-opinioned, indisciplined sentimental and, ac- 
cording to his father, “unsocial to the extent of 
being disliked.” 


His father was short-tempered and was unhappy 
with Marx’s unpleasant activities. 


He was deprived of his father’s love. He did not 
get from either of the religions anything like love 
or compassion and the European Capitalist Soci- 
ety ~'so did not give him any such thing. 


He himself was short-tempered. When he played 
chess the game was generally abandoned for this 
reason. 


Marx was intelligent. He was interested in jour- 
nalism, philosophy and literature from an early 
age. He had an extraordinary resolve and was lib- 
eral minded. 


He had a very bad handwriting. He could not get 
employment in the Railways for that reason. 


Nearly all his life he was unemployed and spent 
his years in poverty and hunger. He was often ill 
too and very weak. 


He was always rebellious and broke the laws. The 
result was that most of his years he lived in exile 
and faced difficulties all his life. 


He never was successful in anything worthy. He 
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faced failure in whatever he undertook.(From his 


philosophy gained fame after his death.') 


Marx worked hard for the establishment of the first 
International. However, internal disputes did not 
let it come up. 

Except for Engels, no one else seems to have es- 


teemed him while he was alive. 
Marx was not a popular figure (perhaps because 


of his short-temper and stubbornness). When he 
was dead not more than twelve people were there 
at his burial. 


These things have not been reported by any Capi- 
talist but by none other than his own fans in his biogra- 
phies. Our own aim in presenting these is not to vilify 
Marx but to keep them before the student of his philoso- 
phy so that they are helped in understanding it. 

A Brief Look At Both Marx And Engels. 

When we skip through the lives of Marx and 
Engels we find that throughout his life Marx himself was 
subject to the hardships that the workers in Europe faced 
at the hands of the Capitalists. 


While Engels did not face this problem, he saw 
very closely the pitiable condition of the workers of En- 
gland. Besides, he had to bear ultimately whatever his 
friend Marx passed through. In addition to this, both of 
them had to continuously bear the torment of exile and 
seek refuge. Tired of this, Engels had said, 

“To be in an alien land is to live the life of 

a stupid, foolish person.” 


These conditions grew in them hatred for Capital- 
ism and it is not surprising that their revengeful attitude 
a a 
1. We are in the 1997 and that is a failure too. ~-Rafi 
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OU A I EO al ac ae 
1, We are in the 1997 and that is a failure too. --Rafi 
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gave birth to the philosophy found in the ‘Communist 
Manisfesto and the ‘Revolutionary Socialism.’ The po- 
litical and economic system of their times was very cruel 
and oppressive. Marx who had opened his eyes in Jewish 
mentality to be feeble, superstitious, narrow-minded and 
fraudulent. He also witnessed around him the condition 
of the religion of the majority, Christianity. He found it 
to be unacceptable to common sense and its customs con- 
trary to natural tendencies; it heid superstitious beliefs 
and in the garb of an ascetic life was sheer materialistic 
in practice. These two religions had destroyed Europe. 
There was a general sense of disgust with them. 


We cannot tell whether Marx and Engels had stud- 
ied Islam or any other religion because their biographies 
do not reflect on this. From what we know they had come 
across only Jewism and Christianity and, like the other 
people of Europe, they placed every other religion in the 
same brackets and were disgusted with them. 


Two things stood out in their ideology : 1) Dislike 
for Capitalism and rebellion against it, and 2) Annoy- 
ance with religion. There are many reasons for the feel- 
ing of disgust in these two friends for religion. However, 
they were one-sided and partial in their approach because 
they did not care to study the other religions at all. 


Would that they had sifted through materialistic 
approach found everywhere in Europe and examined Is- 
lam thoroughly to see its natural and realistic beliefs and 


just political and economic teachings. If they had studied 
it in depth as they had studied the economic problems of 
Europe, then it is possible that the world would not have 
been what it is today. We would have read a different 
history and seen a different geographical division. 
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fi New Perspective 
Before The World 


It was 32 years ago in 1965 that the foregoing lines 
of this article were written. Upto that time, the Socialist 
Revolution heralded by Lenin had spread over about half 
of the world. Lenin had brought it in 1917 by overthrow- 
ing the Czar whose kingdom was centuries old. His revo- 
lution had also taken over 29 Muslim countries of Asia 
and Europe.’ If Sinkiang (eastern Turkestan) annexed by 
Communist China is included, it means 30 Muslim coun- 
tries were under Socialist influence. How did the farmers 
and workers fare in the Socialist system? It is a long and 


1. How these Muslim countries fared under Socialism is a very painful story. 
Much has been written in different languages on this subject. | have also 
written something in ‘Yeh Teray Pur asrar Banday’ which is a reliable docu- 
ment on Jihad in Afghanistan. However, some account of these countries is 
also found in this Book. Rafi 
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a very painful story. Many books have been written on it. 
These books have been written in different languages 
including Urdu.We too have dealt with it in brief in the 
previous pages and do not wish to add anything to it. 


Pakistan was following the feudalist system from 
its very inception. As trade and industry gained footing, 
and our incompetent rulers who had served the British 
during Colonialism could not see beyond imitating their 
former masters so that their economic policies put the 
country at the mercy of Capitalism. 


As an extreme reaction to it, some people began 
talking of Socialism and Communism. A country-wide 
movement was launched in favour of Socialism and Is- 
lamic Socialism so that Socialism that had found favour 
with the rulers of Afghanistan was knocking at the bor- 
ders of Pakistan. 


End Of Socialism 

Afghanistan became the thirty-first Country to fall 
to Socialism. However, this exercise also proved suicidal 
for Socialism. When the Russian army invaded Afghani- 
stan on 27th December, 1979, the Socialist economy of 
Russia that had never known success deteriorated in just 
26 years of its life. The Muslim Community that it en- 
countered in Afghanistan is one that had never submitted 
to slavery and subjugation. These brave Muslims sacri- 
ficed all they had to fight the Russian army that was the 
largest army in the world at that time. They fought for 
twelve years’ and did not care if their country turned into 
tuins to let them have their independence. Pakistan also 
1. “Yeh Teray Pur asrar Banday” 
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gave full support to Afghanistan risking its own security. 
Pakistan was then under military rule. Very few coun- 
tries there may be whose Muslims did not help their Af- 
ghan brothers by fighting their enemies side-by-side with 
them. Finally on the 14th February 1989, the Russian 
army that in seventy years had never known to be thrown 
out once it had set foot on a land, retreated from Afghani- 
stan. 


The Russian Socialism that was a super power 
when it had invaded Afghanistan retreated after twelve 
years badly mauled politically and economically so that 
not only could it keep up its international character but 
also it could not survive as a single country. In 1991, the 
Soviet Union was wiped out from the face of the world. 
The Communist Party was banned from Russia itself and 
the people pulled down the statue of Lenin smashing it to 
pieces. Berlin wall was demolished. Many countries 
gained sudden independence. Everyone had seen that the 
Socialism that was supposed to uproot Capitalism, ru- 
ined million of human beings in seventy four years of its 
history but even thea could not solve a single problem of 
the economy. The economy of Russia that was in a bad 
shape at the time of the Revolution was facing continual 
failure and had been ruined so that the President of Rus- 
sia Boris Yelstin had to say, 


“I wish that the experiment for the Imagi- 
nary paradise of Socialism would not have 
been done on a big country like Russia. 
Were it done on a small remote area of Af- 
rica, it would not have taken 74 years to 
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know the destruction it brought.” 
(Newsweek). 


Capitalism was given so much liberty that private 
ownership allowed the Capitalists to cut the bounds of 
religion and etiquette and suppress the poor people. So- 
cialism took to the other extreme and used the hammer 
and hatchet on the private ownership eliminating with it 
millions of people. 


The many Muslim countries that have gained free- 
dom after the death of Socialism are : 

1) Tajekistan 2) Azbekistan 3) Turkmanistan 
4) Qarghizistan 5) Qazaqistan 6) Azerbijan 
7) Chechyan 8) Bosnia and Herzugistan 9) Albania. 
The last-named two countries are in Europe. The others 
are in Asia. There are twenty Muslim ccuntries that have 
not gained independence as yet. 


The Islamic System Must Be Introduced 

We have come back where we were at the begin- 
ning of this centruy. The ideology that Socialism had 
hoped to topple is left alone to hold sway over the world. 
A system that brings happiness and prosperity to world 
and provides justice, peace, honour and security is the 
need of the hour. 


The world is changing fast and it has become as a 
“neighborhood”. Capitalism is fast taking over it with its 
new tools and equipments. It calls out for a “New World 
Order’. Its weakness does not lie in private ownership 
but lies in the purely materialistic approach of private 
ownership and the unlimited freedom it enjoys so that it 
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no longer differentiates between the lawful and unlaw- 
ful. The Capitalist enjoy an absolute monopoly in trade 
and commerce subjecting the people to their severe poli- 
cies. 


The Muslim Scholars and economists have ex- 
plained very clearly how trade and sources of livelihood 
were taken over and the economy of interest, gambling 
and speculation, banking and hoarding thrust upon the 
people. Much is written on this in Urdu, Arabic and En- 
glish. The proposal framed after years of effort for bank- 
ing and insurance free from interest and speculation is 
included in these literatures. This proposal envisages a 
fair distribution of wealth. The just system of economics 
taught by Islam can be brought before the world gradu- 
ally. It closes all doors to the concentration of wealth and 
removes ‘Capitalism’s restrictions on the Law of Demand 
and Supply. A happy society comes into existence. Men 
no longer have to bow before men. Happiness is seen all 
over. There is true justice, peace, contentment, honour 
and a sense of security. 


However excellent an ideology and however much 
praise showered on it one cannot appreciate it truly un- 
less it is brought into practice. Now, when the results of 
Socialism and Capitalism are seen, it is time for our rul- 
ers to come out of their inferionty complex and give up 
their imitation of West. They must adopt the teachings of 
Islam to close all avenues that allow anyone to suppress 
the economic freedom and happiness of the common man. 
They must prove to the world that Islam, the final mes- 
sage of Allah, is mercy to both the rich and the poor and 
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can play its part successfully and change the life of the 
poor. 


a (iti nagd er 
— (be SATO le tL 9 
Oh ill informed! Thou art the focul point in the reflection 
of times. Thou art the last message of Allah in the present 


age. 


Let The Intellectuals Of The World ponder 

We invite the Scholars and Economists of the 
world, in a spirit of well-wishing, to ponder over the teach- 
ings of Islam. Let them do impartially, purely on eco- 
nomic basis and with a view to remedy the defects of the 
current systems. Islam is not merely a religion but a com- 
plete code of life. They must examine its teachings criti- 
cally and consult the true religious scholars and Muslim 
economists. There is a great possibility that they too will 
derive the conclusion that these teachings alone provide 
a remedy to the wrongs the economies of the world are 
going through. 

euipeun' BI« Gy 
SUE oN IPL Ly! 
He may be a socialist or a free thinker. Is in false hopes 
Peace of the world lics in Islam. 

There is an awakening against the current cruel 
ideology. Clear signs of this are visible in Muslim Coun- 
tries and the Western countries too. What is needed is 
guidance from the sincere Ulama (religious Muslim 
Scholars) and cooperation and help of the Muslim rulers. 
If the awakening is not allowed to tum towards its true 
goal, Islam, or if it is left to itself, then it will go beyond 
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the control of rulers and leaders. It will then take to anar- 
chy and lawlessness. The signs can be seen in many coun- 
tries. Let it not be that it sweeps the world with another 
extremist ideology like Socialism. 

The solution to today’s difficulties is to be found 
in Islam. Those who will not pay heed will find them- 
selves lost in the confusion that will follow. 

This is what History teaches us. It must be remem- 
bered by our politicians and our rulers. 


OUSS abe 90 leemneSt allt y 


And Allah is our help and we place our trust in 
Him 
en op de ped y Beal yc rable oy Werdt OIL yoo Ty 
— pallie pdi—carerdylonel yb gle y peoeill Leste owulir 
Our last call is that ‘Praise belongs to Allah, Lord 
of the Worlds’. And, blessings and peace on him who is 
sent as a mercy to the worlds, the seal of the prophets and 
on his family and companions -- all of them, to the Day 


of Judgement. 


Muhammad Rafi Usmani 
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